
                                                                                                                   
December 17, 2014 

David Hawn 

Chief Executive Officer 

Education Credit Management Corporation 

1 Imation Place 

Oakdale, M.N. 55128 

 

Dear Mr. Hawn,  

 

On behalf of current and former Everest and WyoTech students who signed the petition below, we are 

writing to convey strong opposition to the purchase of Corinthian campuses by ECMC because it denies students 

the opportunity to opt-out and pursue a refund. Corinthian Colleges used aggressive and misleading tactics to 

enroll vulnerable students in overpriced programs that they were unlikely to complete, or were unlikely to provide 

the skills necessary to succeed in their field. Because of Corinthian’s significant misrepresentations and failed 

programs, all students should have the right to decide whether or not to continue at sale schools.  

 

Corinthian remains under investigation by sixteen Attorneys General, as well as the Department of Justice 

and the Securities and Exchange Commission. It is also currently in litigation with the Consumer Financial 

Protection Bureau for luring students to take private loans against their interest, and then using illegal debt 

collection tactics to strong-arm students into paying back those loans. Corinthian should not escape accountability 

for these illegal actions through its sale to ECMC.  

 

When Corinthian announced it would be sold, Higher Ed, Not Debt and SEIU launched a petition for 

current and former students to demand a refund at www.CorinthianShutdown.org. The petition, which received 

over 2,600 signatures, reads:  

 

CORINTHIAN STUDENTS DESERVE A FULL REFUND 

Corinthian College, a for-profit company which operates 107 colleges under Everest, WyoTech, and 

Heald brands, is closing or selling their schools after the Department of Education found the company 

ripped off students by manipulating job placement rates. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Director 

Richard Cordray says, “Corinthian too often turned the American dream of higher education into an 

ongoing nightmare of financial despair.”  

 

Companies shouldn’t be allowed to take advantage of American students and prioritize their own profit 

over student success. All students that attended Corinthian schools should be eligible for a FULL refund 

on their student loans.  

Let’s make sure our student loans aren’t funding Corinthian’s bankruptcy. 

In addition to signing the petition, many students shared their experience at Corinthian Colleges. Their stories 

expose Corinthian Colleges as a failed school that has left thousands of students worse off and deep in debt. 

Despite ECMC’s intentions and best effort, any recuperation of Corinthian’s damaged brand and failed programs 

will take many years. Meanwhile, thousands of students will be trapped in programs that do not provide the 

education and support promised. For these reasons, and for the thousands of students harmed by Corinthian, we 

strongly oppose ECMC’s purchase of Corinthian College.    

Sincerely,  

Higher Ed, Not Debt, SEIU, Take Action Minnesota and the following Corinthian College students: 

http://www.corinthianshutdown.org/

