
    
 

#StudentDebtChallenge Week of Action 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview 
Generation Progress’s Higher Ed, Not Debt 

campaign has been working on an 

“enrollment” portfolio since inception—there 

are almost 8 million student loan borrowers in 

default on their federal student loans, most of 

whom could be helped by existing federal 

repayment plans. We were delighted to hear 

The White House wanted to get involved in our 

work with the Student Debt Challenge! 

 

Helping Borrowers With Loans—

White House Partnership  
The White House formally announced their Student 

Debt Challenge and new tools to help borrowers with 

their debt. They highlighted our work in the White 

House Challenge factsheet. The challenge is the White 

House’s version of Higher Ed, Not Debt’s “enrollment” 

campaign, which gets student loan borrowers the 

information they need to avoid default and learn about 

programs that can help them with their debt. The 

challenge will help scale up our efforts to reach millions 

of borrowers and help them reduce their loan 

payments and potentially have their loans forgiven. 

 

 

Talking to Borrowers  
Working with partners in the Higher Ed, not Debt coalition, we 

reached thousands of student loan borrowers and talked to 

them about income-driven repayment plans and federal loan 

forgiveness options. Events and outreach included: 

 A webinar on the basics of student debt with 500+ 

registrants, which reached an additional 300+ viewers via 

Facebook livestream.  

 Workshop hosted at CAP with 36 attendees comprised of 

human resources reps and borrowers from Washington, DC.  

Over 1,000+ viewers also watched the event via Facebook 

livestream. Speakers included AFT Pres. Randi Weingarten 

and Deputy Assistant to the President for Education Roberto 

J. Rodríguez. 

 Emails sent to 88,000+ borrowers informing them of the 

challenge, webinar, and repayment options. 

 

http://higherednotdebt.org/blog/lower-monthly-payments
https://www.facebook.com/higherednotdebt/posts/1682059002056662
http://higherednotdebt.org/blog/student-debt-challenge
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/28/fact-sheet-taking-action-help-more-americans-manage-student-debt
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/28/fact-sheet-taking-action-help-more-americans-manage-student-debt
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/04/28/heres-how-president-obama-taking-new-steps-help-more-americans-manage-student-debt
https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/04/28/heres-how-president-obama-taking-new-steps-help-more-americans-manage-student-debt
https://www.facebook.com/higherednotdebt/posts/1682752755320620
https://www.facebook.com/higherednotdebt/posts/1682059002056662
https://www.facebook.com/higherednotdebt/posts/1682059002056662
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/28/fact-sheet-taking-action-help-more-americans-manage-student-debt


    
 

 

 

 

 

    

Digital Actions 
Generation Progress and Higher Ed, 

Not Debt cohosted two Twitter chats 

on “$1T Day,” the fourth anniversary 

of student debt topping $1 trillion, 

sparking conversations about 

solutions to the student debt crisis. 

#StudentDebtChallenge, 

#MillennialMon, 

#CollegeOpportunity, and 

#StudentDebtHotline received 

29,427,290 impressions over the 

course of the week. One chat focused 

on policy solutions to the student 

debt crisis, while the other focused 

on helping individual borrowers. We 

were able to partner with a host of 

nontraditional allies that took the 

challenge and got the word out. 

In the News 

https://twitter.com/730_DC/status/725350078811000832
https://twitter.com/HeadsUp_America/status/725766544093896704
https://talkpoverty.org/2016/05/02/why-student-loan-debt-harms-low-income-students-the-most/
http://mediamatters.org/blog/2016/04/26/here-s-what-avoid-when-reporting-student-debt/210098
http://www.wsj.com/articles/white-house-to-pushes-student-borrowers-to-get-into-debt-relief-plans-1461816062
https://twitter.com/nnedv/status/724587300718542848
https://twitter.com/LosAngelesFires/status/724636605097619456
https://twitter.com/WhiteHouse/status/725780866169892867
http://www.popville.com/2016/04/student-loan-debt-dc/
https://medium.com/@genprogress/misplaced-blame-not-misplaced-priorities-millennials-and-the-student-debt-crisis-ca700aa71de9#.78azjaex6

