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December 24, 2016 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Chair 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
The Honorable Patty Murray, Ranking Member 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

Dear Senators, 

On behalf of the more than one million transgender Americans, the National Center for Transgender 
Equality writes to express our strong opposition to the confirmation of Betsy DeVos to serve as 
Secretary of the Department of Education.   

The Department of Education’s mission is to ensure educational opportunity for all American 
students—students from all backgrounds and all communities, including poor students, students of 
color, and lesbian gay, bisexual, and transgender students. DeVos has never attended or been a 
parent of students in a public school, nor has she ever worked in any school. But more disturbing is 
what DeVos has done: devoted her career and her tremendous wealth to undermining public schools 
while also promoting an extreme and divisive social agenda. She has spent millions to promote failed 
private school voucher schemes and unaccountable for-profit charter schools at the expense of poor 
and vulnerable students.  

DeVos and her family’s foundations have a long and troubling history of supporting anti-LGBT hate 
groups that spread myths and lies about transgender people, and funding conferences promoting the 
harmful quack science of “conversion therapy,” which tries to change a person’s gender identity or 
sexual orientation. DeVos’s own foundation gave hundreds of thousands of dollars to Focus on the 
Family, an organization that labels transgender people “broken,” claims that being LGBT is caused by 
child abuse, and advocates banning transgender people from the teaching profession.  

In 2015 NCTE conducted a national survey of nearly 28,000 transgender adults, which found that 
transgender students face tremendous challenges in both K-12 schooling and higher education. More 
than three-quarters (77%) of those who were out or perceived as transgender as K-12 students 
reported some form of mistreatment, such as being bullied or disciplined for expressing their identity. 
A stunning 17% reported the mistreatment was so bad that they changed schools or dropped out. 
Other studies have shown such discrimination is linked to lower grades and attendance and higher 
rates of depression and school dropout. These vulnerable students cannot afford a Secretary of 
Education who supports such corrosive views about them. 



Page 2 

With views so far from the mainstream and no experience actually working in schools, DeVos should 
not lead an agency that has such a profound impact on the educational opportunities and well-being 
of tens of millions of American students and their families. We urge you to reject her confirmation. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Mara Keisling 
Executive Director 


